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The Pennsylvania Department of Education 
recently recognized all five schools within the 
Southern York County School District with Key-
stone Achievement Awards for outstanding per-
formances during the spring 2011 Pennsylvania 
System of School Assessment (PSSA) testing.  This 
marks the eighth consecutive year that District 
schools have received Keystone Awards. 

The Keystone Achievement Award is presented to 
a public school that has achieved Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) standards for two consecutive 
years. The latest Keystone Award is for the District 
schools’ meeting AYP standards in the 2009-10 
and 2010-11 school years.

AYP is determined, in part, by a school’s perfor-

mance on the Pennsylvania System of School 
Assessment (PSSA), the standardized test given 
annually to students in grades 3-8 and 11. The 
PSSA measures how well students have achieved 
in reading, mathematics, science and writing, 
according to Pennsylvania’s academic standards.

The District was one of three school districts in all 
of York County to meet all 17 targeted assessed 
areas, Assistant Superintendent Sandra Lemmon 
said.

“We are very proud to have all five of our schools  
receive the Keystone Achievement Awards,” 
Superintendent Thomas Hensley said “This is a 
testament to all of the hard work by our students, 
teachers, staff, and administrators.”

(Featured in the photo are, front row, left to right – Susquehannock High School Principal Robert Bryson, Friendship Elemen-
tary School Principal Beth Koontz, Southern Elementary School Principal Donna Koval, Shrewsbury Elementary School Princi-
pal Jodie  Sauers, and  Southern Middle School Principal Len Reppert; back row – Assistant Superintendent Sandra Lemmon, 
Susquehannock Assistant Principals James Hollinger and Kim Adkins, Shrewsbury Assistant Principal Lisa Boyer, Friendship 
and Southern Assistant Principal Mary Messner, Southern Middle Assistant Principal Donna Shick, and Superintendent Thomas 
Hensley.)
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Possible Tax Reduction for 
Homeowners

This will be the fifth year that homeowners would be eligible for property tax relief 
through the Property Tax Relief Fund as part of Act 1 of 2006.  Each year by May 
1st, the State Secretary of the Budget must certify if there are enough funds to 
provide homeowners with property tax relief. There is a possibility that there may 
be enough money in the Property Tax Relief Fund for the 2012-2013 tax year that 
begins on July 1, 2012 so that this relief may again be offered.

In order for a homeowner to receive this tax reduction, which comes in the form 
of a homestead/farmstead assessment reduction, the homeowner must have 
an approved homestead/farmstead application on file with the York County 
Assessment Office.  In December 2011, as required under Act 1, the District 
sent out homestead/farmstead applications to any residential property that was 
not currently approved as a homestead/farmstead.  If you received one of these 
applications, it needs to be completed and returned to the County by March 1, 
2012 to determine if your property is an eligible homestead/farmstead property.  
Unfortunately, per the Act, properties acquired after the March 1 deadline must 
wait until the following year to qualify for a homestead or farmstead exclusion.

The county assessor must notify the property owner of the approval or denial of 
the exclusion within 30 days after the receipt of the application. 

If you have submitted an application in the past, received an approval for your 
property, and your primary residence has not changed, that approval is still good.  
If you did not receive an application and/or approval notification and are unsure 
whether your property is on the approved list of homestead/farmsteads, you may 
check by:

• Accessing the Website via www.sycsd.org. Click on “Tax Information,” under 
“Tax Office - left hand side,” click on Homestead/Farmstead Information.  There 
will be a link to put in your property information to check to see if your property 
has been approved.

• Calling 235-4811 extension 7300 for the district tax office.  We can check the 
records from the County to see if the property is listed as approved.

• Calling 771-9232 for the York County Assessment Office. Please have your 
property parcel number ready when you call.

Act 1 Index and the 2012-13 Budget
Section 311(d)(1) of Act 1 permits a school district to elect to adopt a resolution 
indicating it will not raise the rate of any tax for the support of public schools for 
the following fiscal year by more than its index. Upon approval of the resolution, 
the school district can then follow a traditional budget development process and 
forego the accelerated Act 1 time line.  

The Southern York County School District is happy to announce that the Board 
passed a resolution December 1, 2011 not to raise property taxes more than the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education index for the 2012-13 fiscal year. The 
Board of Education is committed to delivering a tax increase below the 2% index, 
established by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. It should be noted, 
however, that the percentage increase has not yet been determined. The prelimi-
nary budget for the District is expected to be approved by the Board of Education 
at the April 19, 2012 Board meeting. The final budget is expected to be approved 
by the Board of Education at its regularly scheduled meeting of Thursday, May 24, 
2012. Following the April Board meeting, the preliminary budget will be available 
for review on the District’s Website and also available at the District Administra-
tion building.

board of school directors
Robert Schefter .................................... President
C. Dianne Masimore ..................... Vice President
Bruce Bauman ......................................Treasurer
Dr. Wayne McCullough .........................Secretary 
                                                      (Non-Member)
Judi Fisher .............................................. Member
Jerri Groncki ........................................... Member
Ronald Groncki  ...................................... Member
Karen Hellwig  ........................................ Member
James Holley .......................................... Member
Allie Waldron  ......................................... Member
Mackenzie Bates ............Student Representative

administration
Dr. Thomas R. Hensley ...............Superintendent
Sandra L. Lemmon .............Asst. Superintendent
Dr. Wayne McCullough ............. Chief Financial &  
                                                Operations Officer

board meetings
The Southern York County School District Board 
of Education holds meetings on the  third Thurs-
day of January through November, and the first 
Thursday of  December, unless otherwise noted. 
Meetings are held at 7 p.m. in the Conference 
Room of the District Administration building. 
Meetings are also televised live via Comcast’s 
Cable TV Channel 99 and also in rerun on the 
District’s Website.

contacting the school district
(717) 235-4811

Friendship Elementary.......................... Ext. 1290
Southern Elementary ............................ Ext. 2265
Shrewsbury Elementary ....................... Ext. 5360
Southern Middle School ....................... Ext. 3253
Susquehannock High School ............... Ext. 4238
Susquehannock Guidance ................... Ext. 4243
Transportation ...................................... Ext. 7350
Tax Office.............................................. Ext. 7300

* * *
mission statement

The Southern York County School District, 
through a cooperative effort with the family and 
community, will provide a quality learning envi-
ronment that promotes character, fosters respon-
sibility, and challenges students to achieve their 
potential.

Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

* * *
The Southern York County School District is an 
equal opportunity educational institution and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any of 
its activities, programs, employment policies or 
practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1974, Title IX of the Education Amend-
ments of 1972, or Sections 503 and 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, or the American Dis-
abilities Act of 1990.  Employees and participants 
who have an inquiry or complaint of harassment 
or discrimination, or who need information about 
accommodations for persons with disabilities, 
should contact the office of the Assistant Superin-
tendent of Schools, Southern York County School 
District, P.O. Box 128, Glen Rock, PA 17327-0128 
or call (717) 235-4811.

* * *
publication

The Southern Way is published four times a 
year—October, January/February, April, and 
May/June through the Marketing and Public In-
formation Office of the District.  

website
www.sycsd.org

http://www.sycsd.org/
www.sycsd.org
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The Southern York County School District is pleased to 
announce that 2011-2012 is the sixth year of the Prop-
erty Tax Rebate Program. Senior and disabled citizens may 
receive a rebate of up to $500 of property taxes paid, if 
eligible. During the 2010-11 fiscal year, $100,573.88 was 
rebated to 273 taxpayers. To qualify for the program, you 
must be:

• 65 years or older, widow or widower (50 or older), or         
 permanently disabled; and

• Own and occupy your home in the Southern York  
 County School District; and

• Your total eligible annual household  income includ- 
 ing the income that your spouse and/or any other  
 household resident(s) earned and received while  
 living with you is $25,000 or less, which excludes  
 one-half of Social Security benefits, supplemental 

Social Security income, and Tier 1 Railroad Retirement ben-
efits; and

• Your 2011-12 tax bill must have been paid by December 
31, 2011.

Applications are available at the Southern York County School 
District Administration Building, the South-Central York 
County Senior Center, or can be downloaded from the South-
ern York County School District’s Website (www.sycsd.org - 
click on “Tax Information,” then “Tax Office - left hand side,” 
then “Senior Citizen Tax Relief”). For questions and/or assis-
tance, call the School District at 235-4811, extension 7300.  
We will be happy to help you complete the form by appoint-
ment.  Assistance in completing this form is also provided by 
the South-Central York County Senior Center.  For information 
call the center at 235-6060. 

The deadline for filing the rebate form is May 15, 2012.

Senior Citizens May be Eligible for Tax Relief

Teachers Receive Outstanding Awards  
Two teachers from the Southern York County School District are the most recent 
recipients of the “Outstanding Teacher Award” for 2011-12, sponsored by the Ship-
pensburg University School Study Council.

Susquehannock High School math teacher Maureen Honeychuck and Southern 
Elementary School librarian Lynn Clements were honored with the award this fall 
at a luncheon at the University. In addition, both were also selected as Shippens-
burg “Guest Lecturers,” where they teach a session this year to college students who 
aspire to become teachers.

“This is the 13th year in a row that we had at least one of our teachers receive this 
award,” Superintendent Thomas Hensley said. 

 As a high school math teacher, Honeychuck teaches honors classes in Algebra I and 
III along with Pre-Calculus. She has been teaching for 12 years, eight of which have 
been at Susquehannock. “I am honored by the award because I am surrounded by 
outstanding teachers,” she said. “Many of my best practices come from ideas, advice, 
and wisdom shared by my colleagues.” 

Likewise, Lynn Clements, who serves as the librarian at Southern Elementary School, was nominated for the award by the elemen-
tary principals. She will also lecture to Shippensburg education students during the school year.

“I feel very honored, as I teach with such a fine staff of professionals in this District,” Clements said. “It is especially nice to be hon-
ored, as I am a ‘specialist’ and I think it recognizes the fact that we are all teachers, with the same goal of teaching our students in 
the best way possible.” 

Having been a teacher for 23 years, Clements has worked at Southern Schools for 
the last six years. Prior to coming to Southern, Clements also taught in North Caro-
lina and Virginia. 

“I still love the satisfaction of a child who comes back and tells me that a book I 
recommended was just right.”

The selection process for each of these teachers included recommendation letters 
from the schools’ administration. The teachers also supplied information on their 
professional backgrounds as well.

“Congratulations are extended to Maureen and Lynn on this outstanding honor,” 
Hensley said. “Both are very deserving of this recognition.”

In the photo above are (left to right) Southern York 
County School District Superintendent Thomas Hensley, 
Assistant Superintendent Sandra Lemmon, Maureen 
Honeychuck, Shippensburg Associate Professor Cheryl 
Slattery, and Susquehannock High School Principal 
Robert Bryson.

Lynn Clements, center, is featured in the photo to the right along with Hensley, Lemmon, Slattery, 
and Southern Elementary School Principal Donna Koval.

http://www.sycsd.org/


Musical Achievements

 

Honors Band Festival: Susquehannock High School hosted 
the second annual York County High School Honors Band 
Festival, February 4. The Honors Band is a group of musi-
cians from each of the high schools in York County who are 
selected by their band directors to perform. For this year’s 
event, Susquehannock High School Band Director Christian 
Poole worked with musical composer, Derek Sandstrom, to 
create a new musical arrangement that reflected the history 
of York County. This arrangement was based upon the March 
Grandioso, a work by composer and Glen Rock native, Roland 
Seitz. The guest conductor for the event was John Miliauskas, 
band director of the Towson University Tiger Marching Band 
and also a Glen Rock resident.

The Susquehannock High School Honors Band students (below) 
who participated are (front row, left to right) Hannah Wheeler, 
David Yeilding, Katie Martin, Jacob Sechrist, Caleb Vatral, and 
Jeremy Sechrist; (back row) Korbin Shearer, Greg Stewart, Josh 
Senn, Noah Peiffer, and Chris Vatral; missing from the photo – 
Kurtis Knapke and Heidi Stevenson.

PMEA District Chorus: Two Susquehannock High School 
students participated in the Pennsylvania Music Educators 
Association (PMEA) District 7 Chorus and qualified for the 
state festival.

Colleen McGonigle, above left, and Courtney Reed, above 
right, performed in the District 7 Festival, which was held Jan-
uary 27 and 28 at Northern High School in Dillsburg, Pa. They 
were selected after auditioning with four other Susquehannock 
High School students in the fall. More than 700 student per-
formers from eight counties auditioned for the event. McGo-
nigle, Soprano I, ranked fourth out of 96 and Reed, Soprano 
II, earned a ranking of nine out of 102. The two day festival 
featured 218 student musicians and guest conductor Peggy 
Dettwiler, Professor of Music and Director of Choral Activities 
at Mansfield University in Mansfield, Pa. Following an addi-
tional audition, both students advanced to the PMEA Region 
V State Choral Festival, which will take place March 8-10 at 
Waynesboro Area Senior High School in Waynesboro, Pa. 

The students (below) who auditioned for the festival are (front row, 
left to right) Jenni Ferg, Kayla Anelli, and Courtney Reed; (back 
row) Bryna Mullins, Colleen McGonigle, and Jimmy Sergent.

PMEA District Lower Band Festival: Susquehannock High 
school senior Hannah Wheeler performed at the Pennsylvania 
Music Educators Association (PMEA) District 7 Lower Band 
Festival, which took place January 13 and 14 at Central York 
High School. Through a rigorous audition process, Wheeler, 
who plays the bass clarinet, was selected.

Hannah Wheeler, at right, is featured with band teacher Christian 
Poole during the District 7 Lower Band Festival.
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Athletic Achievements

Fall
Sports
Review

Pictured at left: Front row (left to 
right) – Madison Salvitti, Hannah 
Bentz, Katie Wagner, and Nicole 
Daacke; middle row – Taylor Mum-
ley, Kacey Franx, Bryan Procopio, 
Kevin Procopio, and Chelsey Bry-
ant; and back row – Zach Speights, 
Sherelle Walker, Thomas Bonitz, 
Isaac Spearman, and Josh Mueller

Outstanding Athletes

Outstanding Teams &
Outstanding Athletes

Girls’ Volleyball:   
YAIAA Division II Champion
PIAA District III AA Champion
PIAA State AA Semi-finalist

Hannah Bentz ..........Girls’ Volleyball District III All-Star Team
PIAA Class AA All-State Team

Kacey Franz .... Girls’ Volleyball PIAA District III All-Star Team
PIAA Class AA All-State Team

Sherelle Walker . ...Girls’ Volleyball PIAA District All-Star Team
PIAA Class AA All-State Team

Rob Marrison ...................YAIAA Division II: Coach of the Year

Girls’ Tennis:
YAIAA Division II Champion
YAIAA Sportsmanship Award

Katie Wagner ...................................... YAIAA Singles Champion
Marianne Michels ............YAIAA Division II: Coach of the Year

Girls’ Field Hockey:
YAIAA Division II Champion
Chelsey Bryant .................................... YAIAA Player of the year

PIAA Class AA All-State Team
Sharon McLaughlin ..........YAIAA Division II: Coach of the Year

Varsity Football Program:
Football Officials Sportsmanship Award

All-Star Teams
Congratulations to the following Susquehannock High School 
students, who were named to the Coaches’ YAIAA All-Star 
Teams:

Thomas Bonitz .............................................................. Football
Josh Mueller ................................................................. Football
Sherelle Walker ................................................. Girls’ Volleyball
Hannah Bentz .................................................. Girls’ Volleyball
Kacey Franz ...................................................... Girls’ Volleyball
Isaac Spearman ......................................................Boys’ Soccer
Madison Salvitti ....................................................Field Hockey
Taylor Mumley ......................................................Field Hockey
Chelsey Bryant ......................................................Field Hockey
Katie Wagner ......................................................... Girls’ Tennis
Nicole Daacke ........................................................ Girls’ Tennis
Kevin Procopio ......................................... Boys’ Cross Country
Bryan Procopio ........................................... Boys’ Cross County
Zach Speights ...................................................................... Golf

Students and staff at Southern Middle School dodged heart 
disease this year by playing dodge ball, wearing hats and paja-
mas to school, as well as voting for their favorite character. As 
part of a campaign for the American Heart Association, the 
school raised $1,869.31 for the Dodging Heart Disease fund-
raiser.

Each dodge ball team consisted of six members, with a total 
of 21 dodge ball teams that participated. The top teams from 
both seventh and eighth grades competed against the staff 
team. The event culminated as students and staff teams bat-
tled each other in dodge ball at Susquehannock High School.

Middle School Dodges Heart Disease



School Calendar — February through April
Friday, February 17   .........................................................................................................................Make-Up Day; School is in Session

Monday, February 20  ............................................................................................................................Presidents’ Holiday - No School

Friday, March 2  ............................................................................................................................................................... Early Dismissal 

Thursday, Friday, and Monday, April 5*, 6, 9 *  ........................................................................................... Spring Holiday - No School

* Days lost due to inclement weather or for other reasons will be made up in the following order:
May 25,  April 5, April 9, and June 8

Program Recognizes 
Teachers and Staff  

A new Southern York County School District Foundation 
program enables teachers and staff members to be appre-
ciated for their hard work and dedication. The Foundation 
is sponsoring a Staff Tribute Program which acknowledges 
favorite teachers and staff, while also raising money toward 
scholarships.

As part of the program, community members, District fami-
lies, and staff recognize teachers and/or other staff mem-
bers for their work within the District. With a contribution 
of $20 or more, a card with a personal message will be sent 
to the individual honoree, informing him or her of the dona-
tion. Proceeds from the program will benefit the Founda-
tion’s scholarship program.

The donation will have special meaning to the recipient in 
addition to being a great way to convey appreciation and 
gratitude to school personnel.

“Over the years, parents and alumni have wanted to recog-
nize the important contributions teachers have made,” said 
Wayne McCullough, Executive Director of the Foundation. 
“The Staff Tribute Program is a convenient way for parents 
and alumni to give this recognition while at the same time 
providing scholarship opportunities for our students.” 

The Southern York County School District Foundation is a 
501(c) (3) organization and all donations are tax deductible. 
They should be mailed to: 

SYCSDF
3280 Fissels Church Rd.

Glen Rock, Pa 17327

For more information on the Staff Tribute Program, visit 
the District’s Website, www.sycsd.org and click Foundation.

Brothers to Attend U.S. 
Merchant Marine Academy

Susquehannock High School seniors Ryan and Devin 
Malamphy recently signed letters of intent to attend the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy after graduation.

The twin brothers were nominated by U.S. Senators Robert 
Casey, Jr. and Pat Toomey, as well as U.S. Congressman Todd 
Platts. They are two of 275 appointees selected to attend the 
Academy from across the nation and around the world. They 
were selected from more than 2,100 applicants. 

An appointment to the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy is 
the equivalent of a scholarship worth $217,000 during the 
four-year period. Their education will include a four-year 
regimental and academic curriculum, where they will spend 
three trimesters at sea on U.S. Flag Merchant vessels and 
U.S. Navy ships, as well as internships. 

Graduates of the Academy obtain a Bachelor of Science 
degree, a U.S. Merchant Marine Officer’s license, and an 
Ensign’s commission in the U.S. Navy Reserve.

(Ryan and Devin Malamphy recently signed letters of intent to attend 
the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy. In the above photo, Ryan is in the 
front row, center, with Devin in the back row, to the right. Also featured 
are  their parents, D. Brian and Tina Malamphy, front row; the back row 
are, left to right, Guidance Counselor Ruth Lawrence and Susquehan-
nock High School Principal Robert Bryson.)

Coming Soon...

Susquehannock High School 
Theatre Presents:

Thoroughly Modern Millie
April 20-22, 2012, Richard D. Hupper Auditorium

Susquehannock High School  
3280 Fissels Church Road

Glen Rock, Pa 17327


	www.sycsd.org
	www.sycsd.org

